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Hello OUCS

course. This involved quite a lot of
interviews! We draw up the tutorial
timetables for all and oversee the work

of over 100 Associate lecturers who

A Welcome message from tutor at our 18 study centres. We also
TH deal with academic queries from the

R uth Wl I I | amS . R uth takes 2000 strong cohort of science students

in the South West Region. | too am

over from M]ke Gagan as an associate lecturer and currently

teach S342 physical chemistry. I've

7 7 also taught S102 and ST240 both as an
O U CS P reSId e nt | n J U Iy Associate Lecturer and at Summer
School, so some of you may well have

met me then or at one of the OUCS
Revision Weekends at York.

The OUCS seems to be going from
. . strength to strength. There are cur-
Dear Chemlstry Students and is divided between Faculty anf’intly 450 members and 216 students

and OUCS Members Regional work. For example, about g4 3 gtaff attended the Revision

I'm writing to introduce myself to youteam work. This year I'm involved i .+ .- 1908 is the addition of a a
as the new President of OUCS. Burriting CD-ROM questions for thegeq,q Revision Day School to the
first, let me pay tribute to the outgoingew foundation course S103, andd|, .assful OUCS programme  This
President, Mike Gagan. Those of ygthall also contribute to ST240 Oup; yaye place in Bristol in late
who know him will realise that he's £hemical Environment, and 10 thehiemner and hopefully will enable
very hard act to follow, not least benew Maths, Science and Technology .\ more students to have access to
cause he is a passionate supporter aiekess Modules, specifically dege,ision tytorials. More details about
very active member of OUCS and alsgigned to be studied by adults who aff o< events will be mailed to all
his long and distinguished service te¢turning to study and who are not Y&k, yents |ater in the year. | should also
the OU Chemistry Department. ready to start degree level courses.tﬁke this opportunity to alert our new

ke ik 1 c0.am a st o, ana 05 417 L2258 i Wudens o e dolgs o OUCS mar
am based in the Bristol Regional Cen- 9 eting. Yes, there is a Tee-shirt

tre of Region 03. Unlike Mike, | have ic;r)ou,\s/l mraeteigf]\I:I (\/?/Ialrrlltier:\?glt\/lgscaﬁ%everal designs in fact) - and much
yet to be immortalised in any OU T\ >, VY %9 U"&Huch more besides! You first chance

) .a lot of administration linked to the[ ; :

) . o view and buy these beautifull
or Video programme_s. Although thl%jehvery of science courses at th((;r : y - y
means that I'm less likely to be recog- afted items (sweatshirts, mugs, hats,

nised when | meet chemistry studen egéorsl?;]!fe\{s:é)ngg”eeX:Tge(’;nan;arrT iros, etc) will be at your chemistry
at tutorials and summer school, th§C 9 ummer school. They make lovely

advantages are clear - at least studen.téem'St) appointand t_ral_n new ASS%’urable souvenirs and all profits go to
ciated Lecturers - this is normall ucs

cannot comment on the long temﬂweans making between 5 and 15 new

effects of ageing in my case! appointments per year. However |/ith best wishes for a successful and
| joined the OU seven years ago angar was a little busier - we madenjoyable year of study.
have loved every minute of it. Theabout 40 new appointments in all, 23 Ruth Williams

work of a Staff Tutor is very variedof which were for the new foundation



The Litmus Test

: This month we have somebody who will be very ~ : What is your favourite TV

: - . ; . programme?
: familiar to some OUCS members. Brian Iddon’s . “One Foot in the Grave” almost

:“The Magic of Chemistry” has delighted many © puts me hospital with cracked
:of us. But Brian’s audience has changed this  : ribs. The other day | had the
fyear. . pleasure of meeting Richard

Where did you go to school? for the Bolton South East Conhappened to someone he knows!
Born in Tarleton, a small villagestituency with a majority ofOf course, | am addicted to news
in the West Lancashire plain, 21,311. From 1964-1966 &nd political coverage. Channel
attended the local C.E Primarsaught at Durham University news at 7.00 pm is the best and
School. Then | failed the 1knd, from 1966-1997, at Salfortienjoy “On the Record.”

plus: | was too interested itniversity. When | left | was a

playing! My mother argued withReader in Organi
Lancashire County Council an@€hemistry.
| became the first personto crosghat are your
the County border to atten@utside interest
Christ Church Boys’ School irgnd hobbies?
Southport. | did well in my ‘O’ politics, politic
levels, even passing physiologand politics no
which was self-taught. For tworhis job take
years | attended Southport Teclyver your life!
nical College where | studieHowever, its di
three ‘A'Levels during the dawersity means th
and several ‘OA’ levels at nighbnes hobbies ¢
school! Thus, | pulled myself upe incorporate
by the bootstraps. No time fojhto the job. Whe
girls or much else though! | was a chemist i
Did you go to university education, politic
straight from School? was my hobb
After Technical College | wentNow it's the othe
straight to the University ofway round. | lik

Hull. Because | had no languagg \vatch cricket and occasiorWhy did you choose chem-
training few opportunities wereyy foothall. | collect QEII istry?

available to me in1958. Re- stamps and keep a garden lirinherited a chemistry set when
cently, here at the House Qfhape. For total relaxation | read was eleven and | enjoyed
Commons Prof. N. B. Chapmary 4604 book or slump in fronthanging one substance into an-
then Head of Chemistry at Hullpf the TV and watch a goodther. Colour has always fasci-

told me that he broke the matrigy, nated me and the smells, evil or
ulation rules in admitting Meyyhat hooks do you read for otherwise, was an attraction.
since Hull in those days requiregieasyre? There was always a hint of

a foreign language qualificationyhen | have the time, usualidanger too, which led me to
He must have taken a changg, noliday, | read fictionalrespect chemicals early on.
because | was vetywith glan- pyillers although | enjoy readWhat is your current project?
dular fever for 6 months during,q apout the exploits of coH am publishing the work of my
my Technical College days!  |gagues in the Palace of Varlast two Ph.D. students. We
Where do you work now?  eties, past or present. “Yes Mirhave just published a novel tan-
On May the 11 was elected M.Pigter brings a smile to myate, dem ring-opening reaction of
more so now | know some of thdilithiated  thienothiophenes
characters! (opening both fused thiophene



rings together) inChemical next? all the laws that it is possible to
Communicationswhich pro- All my life | have been promot-discover to explain the be-
vides a new synthesis ahg chemistry amongst the geraviour of materials. | happen to
enediynes of interest as potentiatal public, particularly withhold the opposite point of view.

anticancer agents and as builgeung people and especially am fascinated, e.g., by the
ing blocks to more complexvith my 90-minute demonstrawork on self-assembly of

molecular architectures thation lecture “The Magic of molecules. Harry Kroto’s dis-

conduct electricity. The secon@€hemistry.“l shall continue to covery of Buckminsterfullerene

project involved extending thelo this but in a different wayshows that there are still amaz-
purine ring system by insertingiow. | want to make scienceng discoveries to be made and
another heterocyclic ring beand chemistry in particularthe drive towards molecular ma-
tween the imidazole and pyrimimore important in the House afhines (molecular turnstiles,

dine rings - extended purinesCommons. etc.), including computers, is
with potential biological activ-What are your thoughts on worth watching.

ity. This has led to the besthe future of chemistry?

synthesis of polyfuntionalizedrhere are some who believe we

imidazoles so far published. have learnt to do everything it is

What would you like to do possible to do and discovered

should be sent to Pat Wilson to arrivigon to the normal chemistry selection.
O U CS N EWS before 27th Junekrank Contact Carole Arnold

Trip Reports The Region 06 Revision Day has relo-
EGM | went to Ray Jones inaugural lecturedted to Colchester. As well as making
There will be an Extraordinary Genét Milton Keynes last Bcember. This 8CC€SS easier thisillvalso result in a
eral Meeting on 27th June in th@vas held in the new lecture theatre fECrese in the cost.
Chemistry department at Walton Hapne Berrill Building. The lecture title CONtact Sue Whitaker
to vote on some necessary amer\%s " One Ring leads to another" thfAs Ruth Williams mentions in her
ments to the constitution. Anybodyg o tracing of Ray Jones career froffont page article, a second Revision
requiring further information (a COPYhis PhD at Cambridge through NotPay is planned for the South West
of the current constitution, the profingham to the OU and his path dRegion 03).
posed changes and a pc_)stal balkﬂtterestin heterocyclic chemistry. Th&ontact Jan Davidge
form) should contact Pat Wilson.  jactyre was interesting and is to behemical Computing
Open Day repeated for us at the AGM in BirmTwo new conferences have been added
The EGM coincides with Open Day aftgham this November 7th. under the OUSA Chemistry section of
Walton Hall. OUCS will be present in JanetSmith FirstClass. These cover S342 and
the Chemistry Department and th . S$327. With the Organic and Inorganic
OUSA tent. Volunteers will be neede§ataIySt Museum, Widnes conferences (and the ST240 confer-
to (wo)man stalls / demos for shifts2St SUmmer we took our 13 year olgnce run by the Course Team) the
during the day. If you can spare 280" 10 the catalyst museum to test iiiole of the Chemistry range is now
mins please contact Debbie Deputgterest sustainability for that awkcoyered.
Even if you can't help, please com@@d @ge. Both my husband and sofhere is also a Downloads conference
along and say hello. It really is ai'€"® occupied for several hours workghich contains WebLab Viewer (see
excellent day out for the whole family!"d their way around the many "handgst issue of TouchPaper) and a Peri-

) ] on" exhibits which are arranged in gdic Table program.

Keswick Trip . progressive order on several themephe offer of 1SIS/Draw to OUCS
A weekend is planned in the Lakghe glass lift to the observatory mad@embers is still available (contact
District in May (22nd to 24th) by theyjs a no go area for me but they botfank Hollis for details).

Chemistry Society. Events and outinGshjoyed the view and were up ther§ometime in the next six months I'm
are being planned including a trip tﬁeany an hour while | tested th‘ﬁopingto puttogether a CD-ROM with

Sellafield. Itis likely that there will becafeterias tea. the latest version of 1SIS/Draw and
other Societies planning events at the Jaret Smith §ozens of other chemistry related

same time and place. Details are avail- Y
P shareware programs. This will only be

able from. Debbie Deputy. _I?E_\nsmn ItEr:/ents " I iR available to OUCS members for a
New Chalr_man _ s 3I/Eear ¢ erearetnree planned Reyl, inal fee to cover the cost of materi-
Alas, my time as Chairman comes 80N =vents. als and time. At the moment I'm aim-

an end at the AGM in October. NomiThe York Revision Weekendilvbe ;| :

g for a £5 charge. Keep reading
nations are, therefore, required for Reld from the 2nd to the 4th of Octor - paner (and FirstClass) for fur-
new OUCS Chair. Names of nomineeB€r. The number of courses b?m[t%er announcements.
with a proposer and seconder (all thré@vered has increased yet again to
of whom must be OUCS memberdiclude many science course in addi-

Frank Hollis



Who’s Who in OUCS

President

Michael Cagan
Chemistry Dept.

The Open University
Milton Keynes

MK7 6AA
j-m.gagan@open. ac.uk

Chair

Frank Hollis

92 Little Pynchons
Harlow

Essex

CM18 7DE
frank@chem.u-net.com

Secretary

Pat Wilson

106 Coronation Road
Southville

Bristol

B53 1AX
hpw2@student.open.ac.uk

Membership

Paul Everett

14 Masefield Road
Droylsden

Manchester

M43 6Qr
pe2@student.open.ac.uk

Marketing

Carol Houghton
385 Liverpool Road
Hough Green
Widnes

WAS8 7HR

Treasurer

Carol Burton

64 William Street
Swindon

SNI SLE

Events

Debbie Deputy

71 Allerton Road

Woolerton

Liverpool

L25 7RF
dmd26@student.open.ac.uk

Publicity and Regions 01/ 13
Sue Whitaker

99 Hazelwood Lane

Palmers Green

London N13 5HQ
sw79@student.open.ac.uk

Revision Weekend
Carole Arnold

51 Paddock Lane
Halifax

HX2 ONT
ca22@tutor.open.ac.uk

Region 02

Jan Williams
Kempsford Cottage
Steeple Aston
Oxon.0OX6 3AR

Region 06

Janet Smith

Longyard

279 Birchanger Lane
Birchanger

CM23 5QP
jes29@student.open.ac.uk

Region 10

Jan Davidge

19 St Mary’s Close
Griffithstown
Pontypool

Torfaen

NP4 5LS

Region 07/08

Paul Everett

14 Masefield Road
Droylsden
Manchester

M43 6QP
pe2@student.open.ac.uk
or

Margaret Lister

21 Elston Place
Selby

Y08 OES

Thackray Medical Museum

through the museum our task was tath sounds and smells). Our stom-

group, including our membership se@ pint! The only problem was that we
A party of 07/08 OUCS membersetary Paul, tried on an 'empathy' bellyad spent so much time at the museum
spent an enthralling 2.5 hours in theelt in an attempt to discover what &nd this pub we hadn't time to visit the
museum next to Jimmy's hospital (Yefglt like to be pregnant! Perhaps no@hemic Tavern. This we propose to do
the one on TV.) We walked back isympathy will be felt by some for then the very near future and perhaps take
time and experienced the sightgregnant woman!
sounds and smells of Victorian slurifo reach the café for our much-needécause exhibits are still being added.
life in the 1840's. A character card wagfreshment we had to follow a pea dif you are interested keep your eyes
collected on entry. As we proceedéits journey through the body (completepen for this.

another look at the Thackray Museum

Carole Arnold

find out where our particular characteach's then decided it was lunchtime so
lived or worked and what the risksve made 3

were to their health.

We examined old remedies for com- h e
mon ailments and even walked into'&lorencs
model of a 'chemist's shop complefdightingale'
with bottles of herbs and chemical@&his was
ready for mixing. Static exhibits werebout a hun
interspersed with interactive touclkdred yards
type screens. The Museum's large calewn  the
lection of exhibits both amazed us anad). There
shocked us as well. One of the videalee had ar
showing the ordeal of a young girexcellent
undergoing amputation beforethediS und ay

beeline fo

= THE CHEMIC TAVERN !

covery of anaesthetics. Definitely ndunch  for

r ! g
TETLEY
for the squeamish amongst us. £3.50 plus

Before joining in on a tour of discovgood quality| Q. What are the men in the picture actually doing?
ery through '‘Body works', a few of oubeer at £1.2 Picture by Alec Thomson




