Who’s Who in OUCS

President Marketing Region 02
Michael Gagan Carol Houghton Jan Williams

Chemistry Dept. 385 Liverpool Road Kempsford Cottage
The Open University Hough Green Steeple Aston
Milton Keynes Widnes Oxon
MK7 6AA WAS8 7HR 0X6 3AR
J-m.gagan@open. ac.uk Treasurer Region 06
Chair Carol Burton Janet Smith
Frank Hollis 64 William Street Longyard
92 Little Pynchons Swindon 279 Birchanger Lane
Harlow SNI SLE Birchanger
Essex Events _CM23 5QP
CM18 7DE . jes29@student.open.ac.uk
frank@chem.u-net.com Debbie Deputy .

' ' 71 Allerton Road Region 10
Secretary Woolerton Jan Davidge
Pat Wilson Liverpool 19 St Mary’s Close
106 Coronation Road L25 7RF Griffithstown
Southville dmd26@student.open.ac.uk Pontypool
Bristol L ; Torfaen
B53 1AX Pubhcny and Regions 01/ 13 NP4 5LS
hpw2@student.open.ac.uk Sue Whitaker -

99 Hazelwood Lane Region 07/08

Membership Palmers Green Paul Everett
Paul Everett London N13 5HQ 14 Masefield Road
14 Masefield Road sw79@student.open.ac.uk Droylsden
Droylsden L Manchester
Manchester gz\rﬁéo; r\é\gelgkend M43 6QP
M43 6Qr pe2@student.open.ac.uk

51 Paddock Lane

Halifax OUCS Web Page-
HX2 ONT www.geocities.com/CapeCanaveral/
caz2@tutor.open.ac.uk Lab/1550/oucs_web.html

pe2@student.open.ac.uk

A JOke Finally, the physicist is called uponchanged from orange to green and
- By Roma Oakes e asks for a blackboard and thesack again. Other demonstrations

A physicist, an engineer and a psyghaws a circle. He begins: "Assuminicluded The Nylon Rope Trick,
chologist are called in as consultangsspherical cow in a vacuum..." Vegetable Indicators and an art lesson
to a dairy farm whose production has that made it to
been below par. Each is allowed to

inspect the details of the operation Open Day

before making a report. Despite competing with the World

The first to be called is the engineefUP and a very dodgy weather fore-
who states: The size of the stalls f&@st, this year's Open Day at WalloEeme——aaaa——=—==

the cows should be decreased. Effilall attracted a good crowd. Th
ciency could be improved if the cow§hemistry department seemed to =
were more closely packed, with a n@articularly bqsy for most of the day.

allotment of 275 cubic feet per cow! he downstairs area had demonst
Also, the diameter of the milkingtions on fragrances, ice-cream ma

tubes should be increased by 4% {89, marshmallow molecular model

allow for a greater average flow rathnd, electric power from fruit, badge-
during the milking periods." making, computers, chemistry course

The next to report is the psychologis%lnd the research carried out in the

who proposes: "The inside of the bar%epartmen_t. .
should be painted areen. This is he upstairs laboratories were for all
b 9 ' e experiments that required northe _  national

more mellow colour than brown ar](?musehold chemicals. The mogiress, along with Ray Jones (who, we

shouild help induce greater milk flow, opular was — surprise, surprise — tlege assured, was definitely doing

Also, more trees should be planted [f). . ‘. : .
the fields to add diversity to thesrhme making. But the colour changeore than “looking on”).

scenerv for the cows during arazin experiments ran it a close second,
y " 99 Suith adults as well as children lookingcheck out the OUCS web site
to reduce boredom.

on in sheer amazement as solutiof@ddress above) for more pix.
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Student Chemical Society Conference

Student Chemistry Societies, net-
working, membership of the RSC
what has it got to do with me? A goosd
question.

Last November on the same weekend
as the OUCS AGM in Birmingham,
an event took place a few miles away
in another Birmingham hotel. Thi2
event was the first Student Chemistry
Society Conference organised by the
Royal Society of Chemistry. Why?

e,

The Royal Society of Chemistry

In simplistic terms, the RSC wanted
to know what chemistry students
thought about membership of the
RSC and how the RSC could help
support Student Chemical Societies.

The conference, attended by represen-

Bob Matthews reports.

about being a member of the for SCSs.

RSC.  The RSC would like to use the
List five things the Society should SCSs to act as a focus for recruit-
be doing for younger members. ing student members, how should

If the Society relaunched its web this be done?

site, what three services should fany of the delegates were not aware
offer? that the Network existed, nevertheless
The following services are curthis did not prevent a flow of ideas.
rently provided by the Society,Two major themes developed:

free careers advice; reduced prices

- Communication - the SCSs want
on books and journals; free access

to be kept up-to-date with what
the Society is doing and what
events are happening. The pre-
ferred way to achieve this is via
the Web. The SCSs wanted con-
tact details for other Chemical
Societies, Honorary Representa-
tives and Local Section Commit-
tees to allow them to network.
Support - a popular suggestion
was the introduction of a SCS

to the library and Information

Centre and special rates for con-
ferences and courses. Discuss
what each of these services should
provide and rank in order of
priority.

tatives of 53 student chemical soci&-he response to these questions can gtarter and information pack. This

ties, consisted of three sections. be summarised briefly as follows:

The first section on Friday evening
consisted of presentations relating to
RSC activities. Professor E.W.Abe|
gave the first, entitled ‘RSC Synop-
sis’, the president of the RSC, Denige
Rafferty, followed with a lecture,

‘The Future of Chemistry in the UK’. ,

Two workshop sessions on the Satur-
day made up the remainder of the
event, the delegates being split into
eight syndicate groups each with a
group leader. The title of the morning
workshop was ‘Student Membership

would be especially beneficial to
The Society has a serious commu- those societies that have recently
nication problem started up, but would also provide
Members are not aware of the existing societies with relevant
Societies activities and services  information about the Society.

Members do not perceive mentFhere is far more detail than briefly
bership as value for money described here but it is anticipated
The image of the society despethat many of the ideas put forward

ately needs updating as it is see#ill take effect for the new academic
as an elitist body for ageingyear, not ours of course, the one that

academics that does not involvetarts September/October for the rest
industry of the universities.

The Society does not appear to he

in touch with younger members SRR RNRRNRNNRNN

of the_ RS.C’ and posed the followingl_he last workshop session, ‘Tl What do you think?
questions: _ Student Chemical Societies Netwot, * Aré you a member of the RS(
* What do you perceive as th@sked the questions listed below: Did you know that OU studen “\

image of the RSC? .
* What image should the RSC be
portraying to attract younger
chemists?
» List the five most important things.

are eligible for student membe
How could the network be erx ship? 9 §

hanced to serve SCSs better?

AN
What role should SCSs hae ~rite to Frank Hollis (addrese
within the RSC? on back page)

List five things the RSC should diXQ\XQ\XQ\XXXQ\Q\i



The Litmus Test

Do . . chemistry set for carrying out spot
: Mike Gagan has been President of OUCS : . anag,sis, which i,ﬁ'dgded sﬁch

:for the last two years. He has played a . useful reagents as uranyl acetate
:very big part in the development of the : andbenzidie.

: . . What is your current project?
: ChemSoc from the very begmmng- . | am Chairman of the Scientific

: ------------------------------------------------- ..............: Commlttee Of the .ﬁrSt European
Where did you go to school? golf (Best handicap 16), and &onference on Chemical Educa-

King Edward VII Grammarused to grow border carnationgion, which will take place in

School, Sheffield - all boys Today most of my *hobbies’ are iBydapest in August this year. This
Did you go to university straight SOme way work-connected - foRas been a big project selecting
from school? example, | chair the Methodishng inviting plenary lecturers,

No. It was a condition of myChurch’s Open Learning Centrgrranging the seminar programme,
taking up my place at Oxford thagommittee, and the Federation @fn liasing with the local Hungar-
| had to do my National Servicduropean Chemical Societiegn Committee about accommoda-
(does anyone remember what thRivision of Chemical Education. tjon, excursions, public lectures
was?) first. | spent about 1%What books do you read for and so on.

months at a listening post ipleasure? What would you like to do next?
Bavaria, on detachment deep inam very fond of talking booksAt work, after S803, | have just
the American Zone, where Wwhich | buy avidly when they areabout enough time left before
learned to ski, drink wine and goeduced in the periodic book salegtirement to belong to one more
to the opera (Munich), amongor at the motorway service stachemistry course team. Before
other things. tions). | have a better collectiothen | should like to have visited
Where do you work now? than the local library, and | listerevery European country, but as
Quite a lot at home; but | anio them as | commute betweeBurope continues to expand by
officially attached to the NorthSheffield, and Manchester oadding places like Cyprus and
West Regional Centre of the oMilton Keynes. For real books, Israel, | may not make it. | hope to
as one of the two Science Stay@ry between classics and othengsit the Baltic Republics in '99 or
tutors. and have read Kenilworth, Th&000, perhaps to lecture, as | now
Mill on the Floss, the Moonstonehave friends in two of them.

so far this year. Chemical education has devel-
What is your favourite TV oped enormously since | first
program? became interested in it. The first
| don't watch much TV. | like'educational technology' working

detectives like Taggart andjroup | belonged to used black
Morse, classics like 'Pride andnd white reel-to-reel video re-
prejudice', and | usually watcleording, and talked about better
'Match of the Day'. | don't sealesign of wallcharts. Now Interac-

“ much of my team (Sheffieldtive, multimedia, resource-based

What are your outside interests Yednesday) ‘though. teaching programs are beginning

and hobbies? Why did you choose chemistry? t0 achieve real quality teaching. |
| still ski every year (only onel was fascinated by colours an@ent into teaching because | was
broken leg), | cycle (both with mycrystals. | gave my first talk orfonvinced that I could give better
folding cycle and an old touretColour in chemistry' with demonlectures and tutorials than the
that | bought in a junk shop fostrations) to the school scientifi®n€s | recelved._ With the In-

£10 in the early '70s), and | arsociety, and this interest culmicreased emphasis on teaching
fairly active in the local Methodistated in writing Book 4 Part 1duality | hope that the current

Church. | am also a MacintoslSee, taste, smell” of 'ST240: O@eneration will think the same -

enthusiast. Having lived for ahemical environment. In thdut that they will be starting from

while in St Andrews | used to plagixth form | had a wonderful@ much higher baseline.

Revision Events sion with Ruth Williams (staff Colchester Institute. As well as

tutor for region 03), the venudeing slightly cheaper it is eas-
) has been booked and the tutaes to get to. But we can'’t
Bristol: 26th Sept. coaxed into taking part. All wepromise that the food will be as
After many years of feelingneed now are the students!! good.

very envious of students whahe revision day is to be hel@ourses covered are: ST240,
were lucky (or desperatejt the University of the West 06246, S247, S327, S342, S343
enough to be able to pack theffngland (site to be decided) cand S344.

bags and go off to York for @eptember 26th 1998, at a cob book send details (name,
revision weekend, | was thef £25 each for a full days tuiaddress, courses) plus £30 and
ideal candidate to undertake thtn. The courses to be coveraallarge SAE to Sue Whitaker.
OUCS'’s latest experiment - are: ST240, S246, S247, S342,

revision day in Bristol. S343 and S344. The revisioNork: 2nd to 4th Oct.

As soon as Carol Arnold wasglay is open to all OUCS chemFhe main revision event in
crazy enough to suggest a revstry students, and not limitet&ork has expanded again. As
sion day catering for regions O regions 03 and 10. well as all the chemistry
and 10, | jumped in with bothAnyone who wishes to join usourses listed for Colchester
feet. After all, the revision dayon September 26th shouldbove the three physics
at Danbury has been extremelyrite, enclosing a large SAE, taourses - S269, S271, S281 -
successful, so why not hold onge, Jan Davidge will also be covered.

in Bristol for the students in the Contact Carole Arnold to check
South West and Wales? Colchester: 19th Sept. if there are still places left.

Well, | have surveyed numerfhe Eastern Revision day h%l addresses are on the back

ous students with favourablegnoved from Danbury to thepage
results and, after some discus- '

OUCS NEWS

OUCS CD-ROM
After a long wait the OUCS
CD-ROM is now available.
The main program on the dis
is version 2.1 of ISIS/Draw bu™+,
there are numerous other cher
istry related programs including
a couple of periodic tables
macros for MS Word, WebLal
viewer and RasMol — for view
ing 3D structures - and pas,
issues of TouchPaper.

To get your copy send a cheq
for £5, made payable to OUCS
to Frank Hollis (address o

back page). R06 at Norwich  and training centre.

The Old Pump Room at Norwich

Chairman Elect Several members from the Eaéfter the excitement of an
There was just the one ”Omjﬁ\nglian region spent a ver{Zone alarm we had a pleasant
nation for the place of chairy;.q day at the Norwich watef-'”‘:h then on to the sewage
man of OUCS. Bob Matthews.oaiment and sewage treatmdkgatment works — where some
will be taking over at the AGM,; ks were not too keen on the smell,
in November. The picture shows the ol@nd others on the heights. See
Bob has already representqghmp Room which has nowhe OUCS web page for a full
OUCS —see the front page.  paen converted to a museufgPOrt with many photos.



