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All Change Pleasd

A number of changes have taken place in the last yea within OUCS and the Chemistry Depart-
ment. The Chemistry Society has a new president, Stuart Bennett and a new Chairperson, Valerie
Rutherford. Aswell aswarmly welcoming Stuart and Valerie to their new positions, I’ m sure we
would all like to take the opportunity to thank the outgoing president, Ruth Williams for her ster-
ling efforts during her presidency and for her continued support of the Chemistry Society. Thanks
also go to Bob Mathews the outgoing chair of OUCS. Our treasurer, Debbie Deputy has now left
the coommittee ad we thank her for her work over the yeas and wish her well for the future.
Congratulations to Debbie on being awarded CChem. MRSc status. Frank Holli s has now taken
up the position of OUSA representative for the Chemistry Society. Our thanks go to Frank for
producing Touchpaper over the past 4 yeas.

This edition of Touchpaper is bought to you by this edition’s guest editor, Kathie Y eowell. Un-
fortunately due to aladk of time, | cannot take on the commitment permanently. Therefore, if
anyone is interested in helping to produce Touchpaper in the future or in helping out in any way
with the Chemistry Society they can contad any member of the committee (names, addresses and
e-mails on back page).

iw:;} Chemistry Society Diary

Are you aware of the eventsthat the Chemistry Society
organises? If not, then read on:

January (12th January 2002. For detail s of how to book for any of the re-
Late Christmas dinner at the Grea Barr Ho- | | vision events, seethe aticle on the badk
tel in Birmingham. See aticle on Christ- page of this issue of Touchpaper.
mas, Past, Present and Future for arun
down of this event. November 3rd and 4th 2001
The OUCS AGM. Sounds boring doesn’t
September 15th 2001 it? Well, itisn't. Thisisawonderful week-
Revision Days in Bristol and Colchester. end with threeorganised chemistry-based
ledures, very reasonable rates on hotel ac-
September 22nd 2001 commodation at the Grea Barr Hotel in Bir-
Revision Day in Glasgow. mingham, agrea meal and a quiz into the
bargain. Why not come along, it redly isa
September 28th-30th 2001 terrific weekend. For moreinfo on this
Revision weekend at York. yeas event see aticle on page 4.




Stuart Bennett, the OUCS president
gives an overview of the changes in
the Chemistry Department. — =TT

The last eighteen months have seen adivity
and change in the Chemistry Department with
pressures coming from both outside the Uni-
versity and from developments within the Uni-
versity and Faaulty. By the time this note -
peas, the Chemistry submisson for the Re-
seach Assessment Exercise will have been
submitted. All universitiesin the UK have to
gothrough this processand reseach output is
graded on a scde which ranges from
'international excellence' through to the
'somewhat wretched'. Acrossthe wuntry,
there has been frantic adivity to ensure that pa
pers are pulished before the guillotine date
and that reseach is portrayed in the best possi-
ble light. The resultswill not be known until
the end of the yea. If the reward for doing
well were just abadge, | am sure that lots of
effort would still have been put in but there is
money behind this frenzied adivity. The
higher the grade, the greater research funding.
We ae up against the Cambridge and Oxfords
here but we ae quite optimistic.

There have been a number of staff changes too.
We used to have two Ray Jones, a profesor of
organic chemistry (A) and another (B), a
chemica hazards gecialist (safety to you and
me), and now we have none. A has goneto
Loughborough University and B has retired.
Also Adrian Dobbs, an organic ledurer, has
moved to the University of Exeter. Eleanor
Crabb is now working in the Faaulty IT area
but she will still have a ontact with the De-
partment in a part time research role. It is not
all departures. Sotiris Missalidis and Y ao-
Zhong Xu have joined the Department as Re-
seach Fellows but will subsequently take up
Ledurer pogs. They are both in biologica
chemistry and, together with David Shuker,
form the re of a new reseach diredion for
the Department. David joined us as Professor

from the Medical Research Council. We shall
be advertising for anew lecdureship and are-
placement for Ray Jones (B) very soon.

The Course Manager cohort has been boosted
by Kevin Church. Kevin hastaken ST2400n
board and his background in Earth Sciencesis
proving particularly valuable with work on the
production of S216Environmental Science
This 60-point course (for 202) includes two
virtua field trips and Kevin is leading the group
working on the Teign (Devon) one. Also being
developed in the Department for 2002 presen-
tation is S205Exploring the moleaular world
(60 points, led by Lesley Smart) and S329 8-
nalsand perception (30 points, led by David
Roberts). Chemists are working on MSc mod-
ules, Residential School courses (SXR205is for
20032, Short Courses and we shall be very
much involved in the proposed development of
alLevel 1tenpoint IT course and a Projed
Course a Level 3. After that revision of the
third level chemistry courses (S342 S343 ad
S344 has high priority and as does the develop-
ment of related residential school courses.

Some of this adivity has been precipitated by
the rapid and fundamental changes that are oc-
curring outside the University. National Quali-
fications Frameworks, Subject Benchmarking
and Programmes of Study are aimed at improv-
ing the quality of higher education provision.
They all impad on what a degreeis, how it
should be structured and, critically, on out-
comes of degreeprogrammes. The Faaulty (and
Departments) anticipates a demand for single
subject honours degrees and joint honours and
any such provision will impinge on our current
modular system. Thereis plenty for usto get
on with but what mattersis providing pro-
grammes of the quality and standards that allow
OU degrees to compete with the best elsewhere.




Christmas Past, Present
and Future (OUCS style)

By Jan Williams with contributions from Carole Arnold and Paul Everett.
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THE CHEM SOC SOCKSIT TO BRUM in
1999 2000 and 2001

16" January 1999

On the Saturday, fifteen hardy souls congre-
gated at the Grea Barr Hotel, Grea Barr, Bir-
mingham for the first ever ChemSoc (post-)
Christmas do. The hotel was holdinga 70's
night and it seems in Birmingham they take it
seriously. Several groups were dressed in style,
with multicoloured Afros, giant collars, plat-
forms, glitter (lots) and huge bell bottoms! The
ChemSoc group was gaider, but only in dress

The food and service were gred, but the music
made the evening. The DJwas <rupulous in

only playing 70's and the pleasures of consum-
ing food and wine were

Sadly, at 12.50, the DJinformed us there were
only 10 more minutes to re-live all those youth-
ful memories and in true 70's gyle finished
with afew smoochy numbers. A truly grea
evening was over. The lights came up and we
were al revealed in our sweay forty-
something glory. Then it wasinto cars and
taxis or off to our roomsto fall into exhausted
but happy slumber.

A big thank you goesto Carole Arnold, ably
assisted by Paul Everett for yet again organis-
ingit all, I dont know where she/he gets the
energy.

For those of you who didn't make it, too bad,
you missed out on a great time. But the good
news is Carole has al-

added to hy lively discus-
sion on subjeds such as:
"who sang that?', whether
ABBA were abrummy
group, singing along and
much air guitar playing.
When "Livin' next doar to
Alice" came on, the table
next to ours (not us of
course!) had an interesting
addition to the lyrics -
"Alice? Alice? Who the
*rx s Alice?" - never
sang that in my day!

realy provisionally
booked for next yea. If
you have along way to
come, the hotel offersa
special rate, which is
very reasonable and Val-
erie and Archie managed
to make it from Scotland,
so do try, lets seif the
ChemSoc can take over
the hotel in 200Q

15" January 2000

I—. . | Well, we didn't quite
The Grea Barr Hotel in Birmingham take over the Grea Barr

Then at last at 9.30pm the
pudding table was cleared from the dancefloor
and hordes of eager revellers swept out to
boogie the night away to such wonderful musi-
cal treds as, "The Bump" and "Stayin' Alive". |
bet you ddn't know John Travolta spent Satur-
day night in Birmingham disguised as Mike
Gagan - atrue cild of the seventies (but we dl
knew that anyway, you just have to watch all
those wonderful? old organic chemistry vid-
eos).

this yea, but we did have
an increase of 50% attendance over last yea’s.
The theme was different: Musical eras over the
last century. The disc jockey had grea fun
playing the music as did the people dancing,
including Dougie S, Jan W, Pat W and Paul E
but not Frank H who was having awell earned
rest!!

The disco and the food were great; even the

(Continued on pag4)




AGM LedureWeeend 2001

Advance notificaion by Carole Arnold

(Continued from page 3)

different courses were named after a variety
of dances, e.g. Charleston Chicken and
Copacdana Coffee

13" January 2001

21 people atended this event making it
worthwhile organising. There was awon-
derful disc jockey who played requests, so
what you wanted was what you got
(WYWWWYG), along with good food too.
It was good to renew aajuaintances © why
not come along to the next event to be held
12 January 2002 Requests for bookings to
Carole Arnold 51 Paddock Lane Halifax
HX2 ONT.

The AGM and ledures weekend will be held at the
Grea Barr Hotel Birmingham on the 3 and 4 No-
vember. There will be the usual committee meding
in the morning followed by the AGM at 1.30pm
The ledures which are timetabled for Saturday af-
ternoon and Sunday morning are:

“Enzymes Natureslife force”, Professor Mike
Page (Huddersfield University)

“A Chemist’s Approach to Fires, Materials and
Flame Retardents’, Dr. Tony Skinner (Kingston
University)

“Does chemistry have afuture? Learning and
teading for tomorrow”. Dr. Stuart Benrett(The
Open University).

There will be adinner followed by aquiz on the
Saturday evening.

Overnight acoommodation will be available & The
Gred Barr.

Booking forms for the event will appea later in the
yea in Touchpaper and in the Chemistry Events
conferenceon FirstClass Further details from
Carole Arnold or Paul Everett (seebadk page).

Please note that the lecdures will be freebut the st
of the dinner will be payable to the OUCS and the
cost of the acommodation will be payable diredly

Did you know?

OUCS havetheir own web-
site. TheURL is

htt p://www.geocities.com/oucsweb/

Why not have a browse next
timeyou’'reonline and see
what’ son there?

Can you guesswhich member of the OUCS committeethisis?
Can you think of a suitable cation for this picture? Is © then
drop usaline and we'll print the best ones we receve.
Picture reproduced by kind permisson of Didi Austin.




The Litmus Test

David Shuker - Professor of Organic Chemistry, The Open University

By Janet Smith

5. What do you do for pleas-
ure?

| spend amuch time as | can with
my family.

6. What are your favourite
TV programmes?

Almost any documentary and good
drama.

7. Why did you choose chem-
istry?

| can't remember the original stimu-
lus but at the age of twelve | asked
for a chemistry set for Christmas
and from that point onwards | did

1. Wheredid you goto schod?

| went to Wellington Boys Grammar School in

Shropshire - a gate school, now a sixth form
college in Telford.

2. Did you goto university straight

from school?

Y es, one of the Chemistry teaders had been
on arefresher course at Imperial College and
suggested that | should apply there. | put it
first on my list and they offered me aplace
even after a disastrous interview.

3. Where do you wor k now?
Chemistry department at Walton Hall.

4. What are your outside interests
and hobbies?

Music ismy main interest. | play the violin
and piano/organ. Some yeas ago | built a

spinet (small harpsichord) and my next projed

isto build a chamber organ for the house.
These latter projeds combine my interestsin
music and woodwork.

not redly want to do anything else.
Incidentally, my passion for chemistry dis-
placed my younger ambition to be an en-
gine-driver (steam, of course). My main mo-
tivation for going to University wasto be-
come aforensic scientist.

8. What isyour curr ent projed?
My main interest is in cancer reseach - not
looking for new drugs but rather understand-
ing the basic mechanisms @ that the various
forms of cancer can be prevented.

9. What would you liketo do next?
My main ambition is to seesome of my
work having an influence on cancer preven-
tion.

10. Where do you seeyour field go-

ing in the future?

We really have made enormous dridesin
understanding the ancer processin the last
twenty or so yeas. The next twenty yeas
should see the implementation of stepsto re-
ducethe burden of cancer significantly.




Fun Timel

Original sources unknown.

A chemist, a physicist, and a geologist
were walking along a beach when the
physicist suddenly said that he wanted
to measure the depth of the sea, and
then he jumped into the sea. The ge-
ologist said that he wanted to see the
seabed and he followed suit. The
chemist waited for a while for them to
reappear and then concluded,
"physicists and geologists are soluble
in sea water."

to zero concentration.

Activation Energy: The useful
guantity of energy availablein
one cup of coffee

Q: How many physical chemists does
it take to change alight bulb?

A: Only one, but he will change it
threetimes, plot a straight line
through the data, and then extrapolate

Chemical: A substancethat:
1) An organic chemist turns into a foul smell;
2) an analytical chemist turns into a procedure;
3) aphysical chemist turns into a straight line;
4) a biochemist turns into a helix;

5) a chemical enginee turns into a profit.

Heisenberg was driving davn the Autobahn
whereupon he was pulled over by a pdice-
man. The policeman asked, "Do you know
how fast you were going bad there? Heisen-
berg replied, "No, but | know where | am.."

Organic chemistry is the study
of carbon compounds.
Biochemistry is the study of car-
bon compounds that wriggle.

The last words of a chemist:

And now the tasting test...

And now shake it abit...

In which glasswas my mineral water?

Why does that stuff burn with a green flame??
And now the detonating gas problem.

Thisisa completely safe experimental setup.
Now you can take the protection window away...

Where do all those holes in my kettle ome
from?

And now a dgarette...




The 2001 OUCS Greaen Symposium

By Paul Everett

Attended by roughly forty people from all
around the UK, the 20010OUCS Inaugural
Symposium was based on a Green Chemistry
theme. The topics varied from alternative sol-
vents to altering industrial processesto be-
come greener, with valuable ntributions on
reducing environmental impad and the excit-
ing advances in fuel cells.

Suppoted Organanetalli c Catalysts and Re-
agentsin Synthesis by Dr Nicholas Leal-
bedaer,

The Fluorous Phase by Dr Adrian Dobbs,
University of Exeter, and Green Chemistry
andlonic Liquids, by Prof Ken Seddon from

advances in fuel cells by Dr Eleanor Crabb of
the Open University, in her Design d Eledro-
catalysts for Fuel Cellsledure.

Sessions were ably introduced and watched over
by organiser Janet Smith, OUCS Resident Stu-
art Bennett and OUCS Chair Valerie Rutherford.
All of the sessons were clearly presented in the
comfortable Berrill Ledure Theatre on the OU
campus, and provided time for the many ques-
tions for the presenters, with coffeeand lunch
bre&ks provided to mingle and chat.

Those staying for dinner at the Hilton Hotel - a
short, if slightly muddy, walk from the Open

Quean's University,
Belfast, all summed
up ricely how the
efforts of changing
solvents and condi-
tions can vastly im-
prove reactions and
make them greener
at the sametime.

Scaling upto indus-
trial size, The
Greening d Sane
Indwstrial Processes
by Dr Mike Lancas-

University campus -
were rewarded with
alively and humor-
ous chat about the
benefits of bee
from Dr David Wil-
liams. Thiswas fol-
lowed by alengthy
bee-tasting session,
followed by a short
sleg, to be rudely
awakened by the
firealarm at
4:15am, where Dr
Heaon further

ter, York University, coupled with Recovery
and Reuse of Chromium from Waste Gener-
ated by the Tannng Industry by the Open
University's Dr Lesley Smart covered how
academia and industry are working together to
provide abetter place for future generations.

Drs Mike Cartwright and David Will iams
gave us an insight into controlling environ-
mental impad from explosives and chemicads
in general, respedively, while Dr Alan Heaon
from Liverpool John Moores University told
us about the Greening of Drugs and Pesti-
cides, after modestly admitting to arecent
brave mountain rescue he was involved in
(seelast issue of Sesame for detalil s).

Of grea personal interest wasthe telling of

showed his heroics by rescuing adamsel in dis-
tress(Editor’s comment: | would like to take
the opportunity to personally thank Alan for this.
We don't al function well enough at this hour of
the morning to think about getting dressed be-
fore heading for the neaest fire-escape! ).

Inall, it was a great weekend, and on behalf of

all who attended | would like to thank Janet for
her tremendous effort in organizing the Sympo-
sium. | hope for areped in 2003...without the
fire alarm, please.




Who's Who in OUCS

President

Stuart Bennett
Chemistry Department
The Open University
Milton Keynes

MK?7 6AD

Chair

Valerie Rutherford

4 Wright Way
Newstevenson

Motherwell

ML1 4B
Valerie@avrutherford.co.uk

Seaetary

Pat Wilson

106 Coronation Road
Southvill e

Bristol

B53 1AX
hpw2@student.open.ac.uk

Membership

Paul Everett

14 Masefield Road
Droylsden

Manchester

M43 QR
pe2@student.open.ac.uk

Publicity

Kathie Y eowd |

4 Bevil Court

Hoddesdon

Herts.

EN11 9.X
kmy6@student.open.ac.uk

Marketing

Carol Houghton
385Liverpod Road
Hough Green
Widnes

OUSA rep

Frank Halli s

92 Little Pynchons
Harlow

Essx

CM18 DE
find@tutor.open.ac.uk

Revision Weekend
Carole Arnold

51 Paddock Lane
Halifax

HX2 ONT
ca22@tutor.open.ac.uk

Region 02

Jan Williams
Kempsford Cottage
Stegple Aston
Oxon.0X6 3AR

Region 04

Denise Ingram

Aston University
Birmingham

B4 7ET
d.s.ingram@aston.ac.uk

Region 07/08
Margaret Lister
21 Elston Place
Selby

Y08 OES

Region 06

Janet Smith

27 Fairford Crescent
Downhea Park

Milton Keynes

MK15 9AJ
jes39@student.open.ac.uk

Region 10

Jan Davidge

19 St Mary'sClose
Griffithstown
Pontypoal

Torfaen

NP4 8LS

Region 11

Valerie Rutherford

4 Wright Way
Newstevenson

Motherwell

ML1 4B
Valerie@avrutherford.co.uk

Colchester Revision

Pat Moye

28 Hickory Ave
Colchester

Essx

CO4 3NZ
Moyegold@ntlworld.com

Revision Events

OUCS run four Revision Events. At each one there will be tutors covering all of

the dhemistry courses being dffered in 2001 In addition the Revision Weekend at
York will cover S269, S207 and S281
The York Weekend runs from 28th to 30th September and costs from £125 to

£155

The one day events in Bristol and Colchester will be held on 15th September. The
Glasgow revision day will be held on the 22d September. The cost for each of

these will be about £35.

Further details from:

York: Carole Arnold

Colchester Pat Moye
Bristol: Jan Davidge

Glasgow: Valerie Rutherford

All addresses are on the back page of this issue of TouchPaper.

Please include an SAE (two for York) anda£5 deposit (E25for Y ork) if you wish

to secure aplace




